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Asset Mapping:
Every Community has a 

story





Why community assets?

• Engage with residents
• Positive story of the 

community
• Highlight community 

strengths
• Recognize gaps
• Discuss opportunities
• Help mobilize a community





Asset Mapping
• Local Assets are the Building Block to 

Communities
• Uncovers talents and skills 

(resources) found in the community 
• Internally focused—relies on 

community, not outsiders
• Create your own story of your 

community
• Snapshot process, Not a full 

inventory



Mapping 
information 
about the 
community BY 
THE 
COMMUNITY 
to tell their 
story 



Asset

Both Process 
and Product

• Process
• Interaction
• Discussion
• Sharing of talents 

resources
• Begin initiatives
• Recognize a 

gap/weakness
• Willing to invest in 

themselves

• Product
• Use for grant 

writing
• Identify 

community 
resources

• Foundation for 
strategic planning, 
CEDS

• Map/visual 
display of assets



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

Asset Mapping 
Process

http://wiki.maemo.org/index.php?title=File:Mer-Wazd-Background-1900x1200.jpg&limit=100
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Organization s 
Volunteer 

groups

Both informal 
and informal





• Who are our local 
businesses?

• What opportunities 
do we have for 
partnering with local 
businesses?

• Do we have local 
credit unions?

• What resources do 
we have to grow 
more local business?



Asset Mapping
Step One

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

 

http://wiki.maemo.org/index.php?title=File:Mer-Wazd-Background-1900x1200.jpg&limit=100
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Snapshot of 
Assets

POSTERS MAPS MARKERS

PENCILS GUIDELINES



Organizations
Volunteer 

groups

Both informal 
and informal



• Who are our local 
businesses?

• What opportunities 
do we have for 
partnering with local 
businesses?

• Do we have local 
credit unions?

• What resources do 
we have to grow 
more local business?



Assets Not 
New to 
Humboldt 
County



Assets per Better City Report

Natural Assets Developable Land Built Land Intangible Assets
Mining Relations

City/County Relations
Community Participation
= Strong social network



Asset Map examples 
from other regions















Community Assets: Snapshot, three-step 
process

• Bubble maps
• In-person 

workshop

Step 1: 
Community 
Workshop

• Expand on 
bubble maps

• Survey opens (4-
5 weeks)

Step 2: Online 
Asset survey • Compile results

• Group themes

Step 3: Data 
analysis of 

assets



Asset Mapping 
Step Two

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://wiki.maemo.org/index.php?title=File:Mer-Wazd-Background-1900x1200.jpg&limit=100
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


County Asset Survey

• 8-10 mins to 
complete

• Widely advertised
• Paper copy 

provided to 
Extension Offices

• Media shares links



Asset Mapping 
Step Three

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://wiki.maemo.org/index.php?title=File:Mer-Wazd-Background-1900x1200.jpg&limit=100
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Snapshot of 
Assets

Bubble Maps

Community Conversations

Survey data

Broaden Engagement

Identify themes 

Frequency 



Survey open: November 12, 2019 Through January 21, 2020.

Next Steps: 
Community Asset Survey:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RP5ZSB6
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