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Field Bindweed - An Attractive Nuisance, and Worse
Angela O'Callaghan, Ph.D., Social Horticulture Specialist
M.L. Robinson, Environmental Horticulture Specialist
Introduction

Have you ever looked at your yard, vegetable
garden or raised bed and been surprised to
discover an abundance of white to pink
flowered vining plants spreading all over? Its
flowers and foliage look similar to those of its
relation, morning glory, but the blossoms are
smaller and the leaves narrower. Once you are
certain that you did not place it in the ground,
you may realize that this pretty thing is a very
serious weed. Attractive it may be, but field
bindweed (Convolvulus arvensis) is indeed a
problem. Compounding the problem is the fact
that it may be cultivated in some areas, while
prohibited in others. It is not listed as a noxious
invasive species in Nevada, but it is on the lists
of invasive weeds of most surrounding states.
What it is

Field bindweed originated in Europe and Asia,
but it has been causing difficulties for North
American gardeners and farmers since the mid18th century. This perennial can thrive in a wide range of climates, from temperate through tropical and
Mediterranean. Its drought tolerance and preference for bright sunlight makes it surprisingly widespread.
As long as it obtains water, it will survive even in North America's driest desert. It is a perennial, which
means it can produce flowers and seeds for years on end. Its seeds can remain dormant for several years.
Bindweed is generally a low-growing vine but can reach 6 feet tall if it finds support. New plants can grow
from the nodes along the stem, so a single plant can generate many more. It also has a root system that
will grow as deep as 20 feet, if soil conditions will permit it. Most of the roots occupy the top 2 feet of soil.
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Field bindweed can produce many new plants from its
low-growing stems, as well as from seeds. Photo: A.
O’Callaghan.

Field bindweed seedling. Photo:
A. O’Callaghan.
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The sprawling habit of bindweed makes mowing
ineffective for control. Photo: A. O’Callaghan.
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